
Iron orkers
LOCAL UNION NO.3

WE DON'T G4 i ,i

UNIONy~LABEL G
N

January 3, 2018

Via: First Class Mail

The Honorable Jay Costa
Senate Box 203043
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3043

~~~~
Dear Senator Costa,
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As Business Manager/Financial Secretary-Treasurer of the Pennsylvania Iron Workers Local Union No. 3, I respectfully
urge you to oppose Pennsylvania's SB 637 which establishes a price control mechanism on prescription medicines with
no savings for patients and requires the disclosure of federally protected biopharmaceutical and trade secret
information, such as specific pricing, marketing and R&D information. These policies will reduce biopharmaceutical
investment in the state, negatively affect the quality of medicines and prevent the building and construction of new
research and manufacturing facilities in the state of Pennsylvania.

The biopharmaceutical sector is a vital industry to the economic health of Pennsylvania. The industry directly supports
46,202 jobs in Pennsylvania and wages are estimated to be $30.9 billion. Those employed by the industry include high-
skilled union construction trades workers, scientists, researchers and engineers. Any reduction in the ability of these
companies to invest in R&D will result in the degradation of the quality of our medicines, and also endanger construction
of new facilities that provide jobs for union members.

It takes an average of 10 years and $2.6 billion to bring a drug to market. Without safeguards in place to protect this
type of confidential information that promotes competition, the industry would lose critical incentives to discover life-
saving cures and treatments. As a result, capital investment in research and manufacturing facilities that provide millions
of jobs for working families could become at risk.

SB 637 threatens the viability of the life sciences industry in Pennsylvania and therefore the union members the industry
employs. These policies will negatively affect industry and our members by reducing pharmaceutical research and
development in the state, result in long-term degradation in the quality of our medicines, and endanger construction of
new facilities. For these reasons, the Pennsylvania Iron Workers Local Union No. 3 requests your opposition to this
proposal.

Sincerely,
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Gregory A. Christy
Business Manager/FST
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As Business Manager/Financial Secretary-Treasurer of the Pennsylvania Iron Workers Local Union No. 3, I respectfully
urge you to oppose Pennsylvania's SB 637 which establishes a price control mechanism on prescription medicines with
no savings for patients and requires the disclosure of federally protected biopharmaceutical and trade secret
information, such as specific pricing, marketing and R&D information. These policies will reduce biopharmaceutical
investment in the state, negatively affect the quality of medicines and prevent the building and construction of new
research and manufacturing facilities in the state of Pennsylvania.

The biopharmaceutical sector is a vital industry to the economic health of Pennsylvania. The industry directly supports
46,202 jobs in Pennsylvania and wages are estimated to be $30.9 billion. Those employed by the industry include high-
skilled union construction trades workers, scientists, researchers and engineers. Any reduction in the ability of these
companies to invest in R&D will result in the degradation of the quality of our medicines, and also endanger construction
of new facilities that provide jobs for union members.

It takes an average of 10 years and $2.6 billion to bring a drug to market. Without safeguards in place to protect this
type of confidential information that promotes competition, the industry would lose critical incentives to discover life-
saving cures and treatments. As a result, capital investment in research and manufacturing facilities that provide millions
of jobs for working families could become at risk.

SB 637 threatens the viability of the life sciences industry in Pennsylvania and therefore the union members the industry
employs. These policies will negatively affect industry and our members by reducing pharmaceutical research and
development in the state, result in long-term degradation in the quality of our medicines, and endanger construction of
new facilities. For these reasons, the Pennsylvania Iron Workers Local Union No. 3 requests your opposition to this
proposal.

Sincerely,
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Gregory .Christy

Business Manager/FST
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